Electrolux Overseas Green Activities
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Green Activites: Vac from the Sea

What is it
Vac from the Sea is a global project, initiated by Electrolux that aims
at raising awareness about the immediate need for the world to take
better care of plastics, and support the heroes that do

Why?
The environment is a concern and responsibility of everyone and the
marine plastic pollution is an issue much too important to leave just to
the politicians. Electrolux is in the homes of millions and can help
raise awareness and affect many consumers.
Plastic is the main raw material when making a vacuum cleaner.
From a sustainable business point of view, Electrolux rely on an
increased global supply of recycled plastic.

How
A limited number of vacuum cleaners will be made from marine
plastic debris – harvested from the Pacific and other sites where the
plastic problem is immense.
Gathering of plastics will vary – from diving among coral reefs to
scooping up plastic directly from the water surface.
The vacuum cleaners that are to be produced from the material
gathered will be put on display for the world, decision makers and
consumers to see.

Video:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YIlWzZo0fvo
Blog: www.electrolux.com/vacfromthesea
Twitter: www.twitter.com/vacfromthesea
Facebook:
http://www.facebook.com/ElectroluxAppliances?v=a
pp_7146470109
Images:
http://picasaweb.google.com/ElectroluxPhotos/VacF
romTheSea#

Green Activites: Green Products

Our Awareness, Our Quest
Promoting the role of efficient appliances in a carbon slim future. Our long history in vacuum cleaner innovation
supports ongoing R&D in greener technologies. We will continue to launch products with superior environmental
credentials, in terms of energy efficiency, chemical and waste minimization, while maximizing use of recycled
materials. Our Green range of vacuum cleaners, made with over 50% recycled plastics and using energy
efficient motors are examples of this.
What makes Electrolux Green vacuum cleaners green? First of all, they are partially made from recycled plastic. What
others see as waste, we see as valuable raw material. This approach saves resources, and puts plastic waste to
good use again instead of having it end up in landfills.
In our work, we scrutinize the proposed solutions of the day to evaluate where we should focus our efforts and energy.
One of the sectors with the greatest potential for changes is resource reduction at the production level – simply
put, using less new plastic. Electrolux strives to create and support sources reduction, in part by using recycled
plastic. When designing our vacuum cleaners we think about their entire lifecycle. So the packaging too is made
from material that is recycled, and when the day comes to replace the vacuum cleaner, 92% of its materials are
recyclable. We’re also reducing the use of PVC plastic as much as possible - one of our models is already
completely PVC free.
Recycle the plastic you didn’t know you could recycle.
Making Electrolux Green vacuum cleaners from recycled plastic is a win-win situation. We get the raw material fro our
products while at the same time reducing the need for crude oil, and the world gets rid of some plastic garbage.
You can win too – the type of plastic we need is the type that’s in old garden chairs, computers, big plastic toys,
and machines like hairdryers, electric kettles and coffee machines. So we are interested in any of these things
that you don’t use any more. Get rid of them and give them a new life as vacuum cleaners by handing them to
your nearest recycling station.
Some of our best vacuum cleaners are actually green.
Plastic is f course a material with many advantages. It is used in an enormous range of products, from paper clips to
spaceships, due to its relatively low cost, ease of manufacture and versatility. But when plastic ends up in the
wrong place it becomes an environmental hazard. Plastic is durable and degrades very slowly. The best way to
stop adding to this problem is to use less plastic and recycle as much as we can.
Green Fact:
Every Electrolux Green vacuum cleaner saves about 2 liters of cured oil and 80litres of water during the manufacturing
process. 90%& less energy is needed to produce the parts compared to making them from virgin plastic.

Green Activites: Green Products

You can do more
Want a cleaner world? Start at home. To make a better world, what counts are the ssmall green steps we all can make
in our everyday lives.
Besides choosing a green vacuum cleaner there are lots of things you can do to make your home greener. Here are
some of the ways that can help make your life and your home a little more environmentally responsible.
•

Most of the time you don’t need to use appliances at the maximum setting – a vacuum cleaner for example
doesn’t necessarily clean better on certain surfaces when set to max compared to a medium setting.

•

Switching off the TV and other appliances rather than leaving them in stand by mode saves surprisingly much
energy over time.

•

When it is cold, reducing the indoor temperature by just 1 or 2 degrees drastically reduces energy consumption.

•

Change to low-energy lamps, and don’t leave lights on whe they’re not needed.

•

Find out how the recycling systems work in your area. Find a good solution with separate bins for different kinds
of waster that’s easy to use and fits into you everyday life. Recycling saves energy and valuable resources.

•

Water saving taps work very well. You can also save water by not letting it run unnecessarily.

•

Choose eco labeled laundry detergents and dishwasher detergents. This helps reduce chemicals that are
harmful to nature. Don’t throw chemicals into the toilet or the garbage bin – find out where do deposit them
safely.

News Room

•June 1 2010
•Ergorapido PR event Link
•Sept 1 2010
•PR launch event link
•New products release

